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Accounting and sustainability
SDG as a sustainability accounting framework
Different levels of SDG translation
The idea of translation
Proposed research questions and approach



Growing recognition of organisational 
responsibility beyond mere economic/financial 
responsibility (Devos Menifesto, 1973 & 2020, 
Business Roundtables’ Declaration, 2019)
Accounting can help to discharge accountabilities 
related to those wider stakeholder related 
sustainability performance





 Successor to MDGs
 The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to 

achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. 
 They address the global challenges we face, including 

those related to poverty, inequality, climate change, 
environmental degradation, peace and justice. 

 The 17 Goals are all interconnected, and in order to leave 
no one behind, it is important that we achieve them all by 
2030.

 Goals ---- Targets ----- Indicators



Target 8.7 which aims “to eradicate forced labour, end modern 
slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including 
recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child 
labour in all its forms.” https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg8
(accessed 27 October 2019)

 In order to monitor progress towards target 8.7, SDG 
framework includes a specific child labour related indicator
8.7.1 “Proportion and number of children aged 5-17 years 
engaged in child labour, by sex and age”. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg8


Target 12.6 sustainability reporting
12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and 
transnational companies, to adopt sustainable 
practices and to integrate sustainability information 
into their reporting cycle



Global
National

Organisational
Role of accounting in SDG translation

(Bebbington and Unerman, 2018)











ACCA, IFAC and others
Draw on GRI, IR and TFCD
Sustainable Development Goals Disclosure (SDGD) 
Recommendations







Vinamilk - Transformation for sustainable development in the 
context of  climate change: Achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) related to poverty, climate change and food and 
nutritional security is a major challenge, given the significant 
impacts of climate change on all aspects of life. From now to 2030, 
there are only 12 years left to speed up. This requires urgent actions 
by countries along with cooperative partnerships between 
governments and stakeholders at all levels.



Our projects and initiatives are designed to cater to the 
marginalised and hard-to-reach communities who usually do 
not have any access to quality education. Through multiple 
activities and in partnership with dedicated and transparent 
partners, our sustainability initiatives are integrated with 
relevant SDGs and implemented as per need of the 
community. Targeted SDGs are SDG 4, ensure clean water 
and sanitation SDG 6 and establish sustainable and creative 
partnerships – SDG 17.



We build and utilise partnerships SDG 17 with
institutions and non-governmental organisations
at national and community levels to bring
practical solutions to underprivileged areas,
particularly women and children, at greatest risk.
We envision a nation with reduced rate of infant
mortality and good health SDG 3 for all.



Not linguistic translation
Sociology of translation (Callon,1986 and  
Latour 1986, 1987)
Socio cultural transformation
 “a complex process of negotiation during which meanings, claims and 

interests change and gain ground”.  (Wæraas and Nielson, 2016)

The idea of molestation (Said, 1978)
Applied by Cooper and Ezzamel (2016).



How global framework like SDGs are translated 
into the micro individual organisational level?



A. What are the organisational responses to global agenda like SDGs?

B. Why and how do they align their activities with SDGs?

C. What are the operational challenges in the translation of SDGs at 
the organisational level?

D. How organisational practices including accounting practices 
interact with this translation process?



A. Textual analysis of corporate annual reports and sustainability
reports to examine the organisational responses to SDGs.
Sustainability reports will be gathered from Global Reporting
Initiative’s database

B. A series of case studies

C. A series of interviews with relevant stakeholders and senior
managers in selected cases

D. Case studies and interviews



For theory – development of a conceptual framework for 
organisational level translation of SDG
For policy – development of guidance framework for 
policies on SDGs
For practice – best practice examples to share and 
encourage further translations [isomorphism]



Thanks for your attention and I’d 
welcome your feedback

Happy to be contacted at:

a.r.belal@sheffield.ac.uk
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