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Impact of Early-Life Conditions on Adult Outcomes: FirstGeneration American Immigrants
Abstract: This study examines the impact of early-life health and economic conditions
in the home country on childhood academic performance, depression and adult
education and economic outcomes among first-generation American immigrant
children. Our sample from the Children of Immigrants Longitudinal Study consists of
children from thirty-nine countries who came to the United States before the age of thirteen. Early-life conditions of are
measured by the infant mortality rate (IMR) and the GDP per capita in the respondents’ country and year of birth while
the childhood outcome variables are measured during both middle and high school and adult outcomes measured when
these immigrant children were on average twenty-four years old. Our results indicate that infant mortality rate has a
significant negative impact on adult personal earnings and income satisfaction. A 1-unit increase in IMR is associated
with 4 percent reduction in adult earnings. We do not find any statistically significant relationship between GDP per
capita and adult outcomes. Our results are robust to controlling for birth country fixed effects, birth year fixed effects,
age-at-arrival fixed effects, six measures of academic performance including standardized test scores and a rich set of
indicators from middle and high school. Our results are also robust to controlling for interaction effects between age-atarrival and home country conditions. This study may have important policy implications in terms of designing sound
policies to speed up assimilation and adaptation of immigrant children. The results may also help policymakers devise
intervention mechanisms to close the immigrant-native gaps.
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